
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Born: Votkisk, Russia, 1840 

Died:  St. Petersburg, Russia, 1893 
 

 

 

 Tchaikovsky is the most popular Russian 

composer and most famous for his ballets 

and symphonies. 

 When Tchaikovsky was a baby, he 

would tap out melodies on the windows.  But, it wasn’t until he heard 

a song from Mozart that he wanted to play the piano.  He started to 

play the piano at age seven. 

 His father wanted him to enter law school because he thought music 

wasn’t a good career. 

 His mother died when he fourteen, which was very hard on him.  

Some think it is why he was so unhappy and lonely most of his life.  

However, this inspired him to compose. 

 He studied with the famous Russian composer Anton Rubinstein, and 

they became close friends.  He even dedicated his First Piano 

Concerto to him.  Rubinstein rejected it and said it was ill-composed.  

The angry Tchaikovsky rededicated it to another man, Hans von 

Bülow. 

 Tchaikovsky had a very unfortunate marriage.  He married a woman 

who said she would kill herself if he didn’t marry her.  After a few 

weeks, he tried to commit suicide. 

 His wrote a fantasy based on the play from Shakespeare, Romeo and 

Juliet. 

 Tchaikovsky was afraid of conducting in public.  He was scared of 

losing his head, so he would hold it with his left hand and conducting 

with his right. 

 His famous ballets include The Nutcracker, Sleeping Beauty, and 

Swan Lake. 



 The Nutcracker is one of his most famous ballets.  On the opening 

night in 1892, many didn’t like the music because it was too dull.  

Over the years, though, his ballet was a huge success.  

 Tchaikovsky used a lot of unusual instruments.  In The Nutcracker, he 

used a rattle and a toy trumpet.  He also used cannon in the 1812 

Overturn. 

 He was the conductor the opening night of the Carnegie Hall in New 

York City in 1891.  He was sad there, and was even heard crying in 

his hotel room. 

 He had a relationship with a wealthy woman.  They communicated 

only by letters, never meeting.  She would send any money that he 

needed, so he could concentrate on composing and not on earning a 

living. 

 When Tchaikovsky died, his country home was turned into a museum 

in his honor. 

 He died in 1893.  His funeral was held in St. Petersburg.  Many 

people attended the service, showing their respect for the great 

musician. 


